[The pathogenicity factors of Streptococcus pneumoniae strains causing meningitis].
Pneumococcal meningitis was registered in St. Petersburg in 1985-1991, morbidity rate being 1.7-2.3 cases per 100,000 children, including 7.4-19.8 cases among children under 1 year. Two thirds of the pneumococcal strains isolated in cases of meningitis belonged to serovars 19, 1, 6, 15 and 2. The comparative study of pneumococcal strains revealed that the presence of capsules, pneumolysin, high hyaluronidase activity or belonging to serovars 1 and 2 (irrespective of their hyaluronidase titers) were the most important factors contributing to the development of generalized infection. The role of such a factor as virulence for mice is not yet clear.